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Welcome to the Costa del Sol

The Costa del Sol is known worldwide as a place where luxury, nature, and sport come together
effortlessly. But for golfers, this sun-drenched stretch of coastline in southern Spain offers
something extra: an exceptional concentration of first-class golf courses. Whether you are a
seasoned player or simply looking to relax during a sunny holiday, the Costa del Sol offers a unique
combination of challenging layouts, breathtaking views, and a climate that invites year-round play.

This e-book takes you on a journey through the finest golf courses the Costa del Sol has to offer.
From iconic championship courses to hidden gems tucked away in the hills, each course has its
own story, character, and charm. You will discover what makes each golf course special: its design,
landscape, atmosphere, level of challenge, and the facilities that complete the experience.

In addition, you will find practical tips on the best times to visit, reservations, required handicaps,
and insider advice to help you get the most out of your stay. This makes the e-book not only a
source of inspiration, but also a valuable guide for anyone who wants to start planning their next
golf trip to the Costa del Sol well prepared.

Whether you dream of playing along rolling fairways with views of the Mediterranean Sea, or
prefer a technical course set in a lush green valley, the Costa del Sol has it all. Let yourself be taken
on a journey through the most beautiful golfing gems of this elegant region—and discover why
golfers from all over the world return here time and time again.

Welcome to the golf paradise of the Costa del Sol.



Alferini Golf & Los Flamingos - Two Top Courses at Villa
Padierna, with Marbella Just Around the Corner

On the western side of Marbella, tucked away among the green hills of Benahavis, lie two of the
most beautiful golf courses on the Costa del Sol: Alferini Golf and Los Flamingos Golf. Both are
part of the prestigious Villa Padierna Palace Hotel, a five-star resort that combines elegance,
tranquility, and luxury in a way rarely seen. For golfers who want to enjoy top-quality courses
while staying close to Marbella, this area is ideal.

Alferini Golf — A Paradise for Long Hitters and Nature Lovers

Alferini is known as one of the most challenging courses in the region. It is a long, wide, and
modern championship course, perfectly suited for players who enjoy powerful drives and strategic
shot-making.

The course winds through a peaceful valley, surrounded by green hills and unspoiled nature. The
feeling you get when playing Alferini is truly unique: it feels as though you are miles away from the
busy coastline, while in reality Marbella is just a short drive away.

What makes Alferini special:

e Championship length and design — Ideal for golfers who like to play long and strong.
e Peace and privacy — Hardly any development, no traffic noise, just pure nature.
o Excellent course condition — Fast greens and immaculately maintained fairways.

It is a course that makes you think. Where every hole tells a story. And where you sometimes
pause—quite literally—to take in the view.

Los Flamingos — Elegance, Views, and Enjoyment in One

Next to Alferini lies Los Flamingos, a course that feels friendlier, is shorter, and radiates charm.
With rolling hills, views of the Mediterranean Sea, and beautifully shaped fairways, this is a course
that appeals to both beginner and experienced golfers alike.



The atmosphere at Los Flamingos is completely different from that of Alferini: wide-open vistas
and warm tones in the landscape, combined with a more accessible design. Less demanding in
length, yet still strategic and a pleasure to play.

Together, the two cou
pairing: challenging and elegant, intense and relaxed.

rses form a perfect

Villa Padierna Palace Hotel — World-Class Luxury

The hotel is perhaps just as renowned as the courses themselves. Villa Padierna Palace Hotel is a
five-star resort that feels like an Italian villa, complete with art collections, marble details, and
views over the golf valley. Why this hotel is so popular among golfers:

o Three golf courses within walking or buggy distance (Alferini, Los Flamingos, and the
Executive Course).

e Top-class wellness facilities — Ideal after an intensive round of golf.

¢ High-end gastronomy — From fine dining to casual Mediterranean cuisine.

o Perfect for couples or groups — Thanks to luxurious rooms and a tranquil setting.

And Yet So Close to Marbella

One of the greatest advantages of this area is its proximity to Marbella and Puerto Banus. In just
10-15 minutes, you can be on the beach, in Marbella’s old town, or among the restaurants and
boutiques of Puerto Banus. You enjoy peace and nature without being far from the vibrant
southern coast.

In Short: Two Top Courses, One Luxury Resort, Endless Possibilities

Alferini and Los Flamingos Golf, together with Villa Padierna Palace Hotel, create a unique
combination of quality, tranquility, and elegance. For golfers looking for a luxurious base close to
Marbella—without the crowds—this is a dream location.



Chaparral Golf - The Most Surprising and Unique Course
on the Costa del Sol

Along the coastline between Marbella and Mdlaga lies a golf course that turns expectations upside
down: El Chaparral Golf. While most courses on the Costa del Sol focus on wide fairways, open
vistas, and Mediterranean luxury, El Chaparral takes a completely different approach. This course
is bold, full of character, and packed with challenge. It is precisely this individuality that makes
golfers from around the world say, “This is one you have to play at least once.”
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The Only 18-Hole Course in the Region with Six Par 3s, Six Par 4s, and Six Par 5s

The most striking—and immediately unique—feature of El Chaparral is its course layout. Instead of
a standard par-72 with a predictable hole sequence, the course offers a perfectly balanced mix of
six par 3s, six par 4s, and six par 5s. This creates a rhythm you won’t find anywhere else:

¢ every hole plays differently,
e there is constant variation in length and strategy,
¢ and you continuously alternate between delicate finesse shots and powerful drives.

Whether you are a beginner or a single-figure handicapper, this structure keeps you sharp from
the first tee to the final putt.

A Course That Feels Shaped by Nature Itself
El Chaparral is set within a pine forest, nestled between rolling hills and the coastline. The holes



don’t feel “constructed,” but rather as if they naturally emerged from the landscape. This gives the
course an almost adventurous character. You will find:

¢ narrow fairways winding through dense pine trees,

¢ natural elevation changes,

e surprising doglegs,

e stunning views of the Mediterranean Sea,

e and a mix of forested holes and open, panoramic stretches.

Every hole feels like a small journey—sometimes demanding, sometimes forgiving, but always
surprising.

Technically Challenging, Yet Incredibly Fun to Play

El Chaparral is known as a technical course. You cannot simply pull out the driver on every tee. You
have to think, plan your shots, and occasionally park your ego. And that is exactly what makes it so
enjoyable. This course is:

o ideal for strategic players,

e challenging for long hitters,

e educational for beginners who want to develop course management skills,
e and above all: never boring.

It feels as if the course is playing along with you—every mistake can be punished, but every smart
shot is rewarded.

A Relaxed Yet Professional Atmosphere

Despite its challenging layout, the atmosphere at
El Chaparral is surprisingly approachable. The staff
is welcoming, the reception is warm, and the
clubhouse has a relaxed, modern feel. You sense
that the club is proud of its course—but never in

| an aloof or distant way.

It is a place golfers return to because they feel at
home, even if the previous round cost them a few
more balls than they might like to admit.

Why El Chaparral Is Unlike Any Other Course

El Chaparral Golf stands out in every aspect: its hole layout, forested setting, technical challenge,
friendly atmosphere, and excellent restaurant. This is not a course you play just to “ease into” a
golf trip; it is a course that challenges you, surprises you, and stays with you.

Anyone visiting the Costa del Sol and looking for a golf experience that is truly different from the
rest should absolutely put El Chaparral at the top of the list.



Club de Golf El Paraiso — A Course You Truly Must Play on
the Costa del Sol

On the sunny western side of Marbella, in the heart of the New Golden Mile, lies a golf course that
many golfers consider a hidden gem: El Paraiso Golf. No over-the-top luxury, no noisy resort
atmosphere—just a genuine golf course where tradition, nature, and pure enjoyment come
together. Anyone visiting the Costa del Sol for golf cannot overlook this course—and honestly, you
wouldn’t want to.

El Paraiso has something many modern courses are increasingly losing: character. It is a course
with a soul, designed with vision and with respect for the natural environment. That alone makes
it a course you truly need to play at least once.

A Design by Gary Player—and You Feel It Inmediately

El Paraiso Golf was designed by none other than Gary Player, one of the greatest golfers of all
time. He is known for his philosophy that a course should be both challenging and fair, and that
principle is evident on every hole. The design is characterized by:

o Wide fairways that inspire confidence from the tee,

o Natural water features placed exactly where they matter,

o Strategically positioned bunkers,

o Large, undulating greens that are always in excellent condition.

Golfers of all handicaps find a challenge here. Beginners benefit from the space and clarity of the
layout, while experienced players are encouraged to think strategically thanks to subtle elevation
changes and intelligent course design. Gary Player wanted golfers to smile—and to think. El
Paraiso continues to achieve both beautifully.



Peace, Space, and Nature — A True Golf Experience

What sets El Paraiso apart from many modern golf complexes on the Costa del Sol is its tranquility.
No ongoing construction, no mass tourism, no busy hotel resorts surrounding the course. Instead,
you’ll find mature trees providing shade and atmosphere, wide green valleys, beautiful views of
the surrounding mountains, and above all... silence.

It feels like a return to the essence of the
N sport: playing golf in nature, with plenty of
) space to breathe, enjoy the surroundings,
and maintain focus.

A Club with a Warm, Welcoming Character

El Paraiso Golf is known for its friendly, almost family-like atmosphere. This is not a club where you
feel like an outsider. On the contrary—new faces are warmly welcomed. The clubhouse is one of
the course’s highlights: inviting, comfortable, and offering views over the course that are perfect
for a drink or lunch after your round. The combination of quality without pretension makes El
Paraiso popular with both local golfers and international visitors.

Why You Really Need to Play This Course

¢ The perfect balance between challenge and enjoyment
El Paraiso is not overly difficult, but certainly never boring. That balance is exactly what
keeps golfers coming back.
¢ An authentic atmosphere
No glitter, no unnecessary flair—just a pure, traditional golf experience.
¢ A course suitable for every handicap
Whether you play off 36 or below 10, you will always enjoy a fun and rewarding round.
¢ Beautiful landscapes
Water features, wide valleys, and mature vegetation make every hole a picture.
¢ Consistent quality
The fairways and greens are known for their reliability and excellent condition throughout
the year.

El Paraiso Golf is exactly what its name promises: a paradise for golfers. A course with character,
charm, quality, and an atmosphere that truly feels like coming home. Anyone visiting the Costa del
Sol who skips this course is missing out on one of the region’s most authentic and enjoyable
golfing experiences.



Club de Golf Zagaleta — Exclusivity, Nature, and Ultimate
Tranquility

Anyone who thinks they have already experienced everything golf has to offer on the Costa del Sol
has likely not yet played at La Zagaleta—one of the most exclusive and private golf destinations in
Europe. Hidden in the hills above Benahavis, approximately 20 to 30 minutes’ drive from Marbella,
lies a world almost entirely removed from the bustle of the coast. Here, everything revolves
around peace, space, nature, and a golfing experience unlike any other.
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A Golf Course That Redefines Luxury

La Zagaleta is renowned as one of the most exclusive residential estates in the world. Its two
private courses—the Old Course and the New Course—are accessible only to members and their
guests. That alone makes one thing clear: this is not a place where you simply book a last-minute
green fee. You play here in an environment where privacy and quality are executed to the finest
detail.

The fairways wind through a protected natural reserve that was once private land for aristocrats
and even royal families. The sense of space, the lush greenery, and the careful integration of the
course into the landscape make you feel as though you are playing in the middle of a nature
park—because, in essence, you are.

A Drive That Is More Than Worth It
If you are staying in Marbella, the journey takes you into the mountains. The drive to La Zagaleta is
10



an experience in itself: winding roads, green valleys, and sweeping views of both sea and
mountains. This is not a trip you squeeze in between appointments—but that very distance is
what makes the experience so special.

And the moment you pass through
the gates of the estate, it feels as
though you have entered another
world. No crowds, no traffic noise,
no busy beaches—just silence,
nature, and luxury.

Golf in Its Purest Form

At La Zagaleta, the game is not about speed or rushing from hole to hole. Here, you take your
time. You strike your shots in near silence, hearing only birdsong, the wind through the trees, and
perhaps the gentle sound of a stream.

o The Old Course offers classic elegance, with rolling fairways, strategically placed bunkers,
and greens that can be both forgiving and demanding.

e The New Course is more modern and rugged, featuring greater elevation changes and
delivering spectacular views over the valley and the sea.

What both courses share is natural beauty, immaculate conditioning, and a playing experience
found nowhere else on the Costa del Sol.

Exclusivity You Can Feel in Every Detail

La Zagaleta is not just a golf course—it is an atmosphere. Only a limited number of golfers are
allowed on the courses each day. No waiting times, no crowded tee sheets, no sense of hurry. This
feeling of space may well be the greatest luxury of all.

The clubhouse perfectly reflects this philosophy: elegant, warm, and tranquil. No mass tourism, no
gueues at the bar—just quality, privacy, and a serene ambiance.

A Unique Experience Worth Every Mile

La Zagaleta is not the course you choose for a quick round. It is the course you deliberately drive
to when you want something truly special: tranquility, nature, exclusivity, and golf at the highest
level.

For golfers using Marbella as their base and wanting to experience what luxury golf truly means,
Zagaleta is an absolute must. A hidden world that, once discovered, you will never forget.
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Higueron Marbella Golf Resort: An Iconic Golf Course with
Trusted Quality

In the world of golf, there are courses you visit—and courses you remember. Some locations
impress with spectacular views, others with challenging design. But only a select few manage to
combine all of that with a sense of familiarity—as if you are coming home to a place that feels
both innovative and classic at the same time.

The recently redeveloped Higuerén Marbella Golf Resort (formerly Marbella Golf & Country Club)
is exactly such a place: an iconic golf course with trusted quality.

A Rich History as a Solid Foundation

The course was designed in 1994 by none other than Robert Trent Jones Sr., one of the most
influential golf architects in the world. His signature is unmistakable throughout the layout:
strategically placed bunkers, challenging doglegs, and greens where precision matters more than
raw power. That essence remains intact, even as the course moves toward a new future.

With the acquisition by Higuerédn Developments, a new chapter has begun. Rather than erasing
the past, it is being carefully preserved. The collaboration with Robert Trent Jones Jr. is a perfect
example of this approach: respect for the classic lines combined with modern insights into
playability, sustainability, and course flow. Golfers can therefore expect a course that feels both
renewed and familiar.

Change That Feels Like an Improvement

Many golfers in the Marbella region were curious about what the takeover would mean. Would
the course change completely? Would the atmosphere shift? And perhaps most importantly:
would the quality remain?
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The answer is reassuring: the quality is not only being preserved, but enhanced. The new owners
are investing in course maintenance, improved water management, upgraded practice facilities,
and a refined resort concept in which wellness, gastronomy, and sport come together. The goal is
clear: to offer a golf experience that suits the modern golfer, while retaining the charm and
character of the original course.

A Course That Continues to Challenge

What has always made Higuerén Marbella Golf Resort special is the combination of technical
challenge and breathtaking surroundings. Its elevated location offers panoramic views of the
Mediterranean Sea and the surrounding hills. Every hole tells a story—from precise tee shots to
short-game challenges on fast greens.

With the planned improvements, the course gains a level of refinement that appeals to both
beginners and experienced players. New golfers will appreciate the clear, readable layouts, while
seasoned players will enjoy the subtle strategic choices that keep the game engaging.

A Resort Experience Without Losing Its Soul

Where many modern golf resorts prioritize luxury over authenticity, Higuerén manages to
combine both. The new resort concept—with wellness, sports, gastronomy, and
accommodation—elevates the overall experience without compromising the warm Andalusian
atmosphere that has drawn golfers here for over thirty years.

Iconic, Familiar, and Ready for the Future

Higuerédn Marbella Golf Resort proves that change does not have to be threatening. On the
contrary, when handled with care and respect, it can lead to something even better. The course
remains recognizable for golfers who have been coming here for years, while new visitors are
welcomed with a modern, high-quality golf experience.
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La Cala Resort: The Ultimate Golf Paradise Where Luxury,
Tranquility, and Pure Enjoyment Come Together

When people think of a golf holiday, they often imagine rolling fairways, gently rustling pine trees,
and sunshine that feels just warm enough. But there is one place in Europe where those
expectations are not only met, but generously exceeded: La Cala Resort on the Costa del Sol. This
Mediterranean paradise is tucked away in the hills of Mijas and offers a rare combination of
serene tranquility, luxury facilities, and—perhaps its greatest advantage of all—three full 18-hole
golf courses located directly at your hotel.

For golfers who want to make the most of their holiday—without the hassle of transfers, waiting
times, or logistics—La Cala is quite simply a dream come true.

A Resort That Feels Like a World of Its Own

La Cala is spacious and surrounded by dramatic hill landscapes that seem to change character
every day. Sunrise paints the mountains in warm gold, while evening skies turn pink above the
quiet valleys. The resort is designed with great attention to detail: Andalusian architecture,
peaceful patios, stylish rooms, and an atmosphere that radiates luxury without ever feeling
pretentious.
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For non-golfers or those seeking pure
relaxation, La Cala also offers excellent
wellness facilities, a large swimming
. pool, outstanding restaurants, and
plenty of walking trails to unwind. But
let’s be honest—the main attraction for
most visitors is the golf.

Three Courses Within Walking Distance: Why This Is So Special

Many golf resorts offer one good course, sometimes a second. But three 18-hole championship
courses at a single location is exceptional, making La Cala one of the largest golf resorts in Europe.
And as a golfer, you feel that advantage every single day.

1. No transport, no planning, no stress
Step out of your hotel in the morning, walk a few minutes, and you’re standing on the first
tee. No shuttle buses, no early alarms to avoid traffic, no parking issues. Everything is
literally around the corner.

2. Variety that never gets boring
Three courses mean three completely different experiences. You don’t have to choose
between technical challenge and scenic beauty, or between difficulty and relaxation—you
get it all.

3. Perfect for groups
Anyone traveling with friends, colleagues, or a golf society knows how hard it can be to
keep everyone happy. Different handicaps, preferences, and playing rhythms can be a
challenge.
At La Cala, everyone can play what they want, when they want. One group can take on the
Europa Course, while others head out on La Cala Asia—and you all meet again afterward at
the same clubhouse for a cold drink.

4. Greater flexibility in tee times
With three courses, you enjoy far more flexibility. Whether you prefer an early start to
beat the heat or a relaxed tee time after breakfast, the chances of finding the perfect slot
are simply much higher.

The Three Gems of La Cala
Each course has its own character, but together they form a complete golfing universe.

America Course

The American-style layout features wide fairways, significant elevation changes, and spectacular
views over the Sierra de Mijas. It’s a course where you can play aggressively—ideal for golfers who
love long drives and plenty of room to recover from mistakes.

Asia Course

This is the oldest and most technically demanding course at the resort. Narrow fairways,
strategically placed bunkers, and water hazards force precise shot-making. The Asia Course is a
favorite among golfers who want to sharpen their course management skills.
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Europa Course

The youngest of the three and more forgiving than Asia, yet still full of surprises. With a river
crossing several holes, the course feels lush and fresh. Europa is perfect for players seeking a
balance between challenge and playable elegance.

A Golf Holiday That Feels Like Pure Luxury

What truly completes a golf day at La Cala is the atmosphere after your round. Lounges and
terraces overlook the courses, tapas are freshly prepared, the wine is local and excellent, and the
resort buzzes with the energy of golfers from all over the world. It’s the perfect place to replay
your round, laugh about that one bunker shot, or start planning the next day’s tee time.

La Cala also offers outstanding practice facilities: a large driving range, chipping and putting
greens, and even a golf academy where you can take lessons. Ideal for golfers who want to
improve their game while on holiday.

Conclusion: Why La Cala Is the Perfect Golf Destination

La Cala offers not only luxury and beauty, but also a level of convenience that is hard to find
elsewhere. Three 18-hole courses right next to your hotel mean maximum playing time, minimal
stress, and endless variety.

It is the ideal destination for anyone who sees golf as relaxation, adventure, and social enjoyment

allin one.
Those who have played at La Cala almost always return—and that truly says it all.
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La Quinta Golf & Country — The Ideal Combination of
Luxury, Relaxation, and Pure Golf Experience

In the heart of the Golf Valley, between Marbella and Benahauvis, lies a resort that offers the
perfect balance of tranquility, sport, and luxury: The Westin La Quinta Golf Resort & Spa. For
golfers seeking a complete experience—from challenging fairways to comfortable hotel
amenities—this is a destination that exceeds expectations. It is not just about playing a beautiful
round of golf here, but about a total experience where relaxation, quality, and convenience come
together.

A Resort Where Golf and Wellness Go Hand in Hand

The Westin La Quinta is known for its serene setting in a green valley, surrounded by hills and
offering views of both the Sierra Blanca mountains and the Mediterranean Sea. Despite the
peaceful atmosphere, you are only minutes away from vibrant Marbella, Puerto Banus, and the
charming villages around Benahavis.

The resort itself radiates luxury: spacious rooms, Mediterranean architecture, and an ambiance
that makes you feel as though you are staying in an oasis of comfort. The presence of a high-end
wellness center—the Westin Heavenly Spa—ensures that after an intensive round of golf, you can
fully recharge both physically and mentally.
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The 27-Hole Golf Course: Versatile, Challenging, and Beautifully Designed
The beating heart of the resort is, of course, its 27-hole golf course, designed by former Ryder Cup
player Manuel Pifiero. The course is divided into three nine-hole loops:

e San Pedro —technically demanding with narrow fairways,
¢ Ronda - panoramic views and playful elevation changes,
e Guadaiza — the most modern loop, ideal for long shots and strategic play.

This flexibility allows golfers to choose a different
experience each time. Whether you are a
beginner looking to practice on a clear,
manageable loop, or an experienced player eager
to test your course management, La Quinta offers
it all. In addition, the resort features an excellent
driving range, a short-game area, and a golf
academy with top-level coaches—perfect for
those who want to improve their game while on
holiday.

The Advantages of a Golf Course Connected to a Hotel
More and more golfers deliberately choose resorts where the course is located directly next to the
hotel—and for good reason. The benefits are significant:

1. Maximum relaxation and minimal travel time: No hassle with transportation, parking
stress, or waiting times. You simply walk from your room to the first tee, making your golf
trip calmer and more comfortable.

2. Ideal for multi-day golf holidays: For those planning to play several rounds, The Westin La
Quinta is the perfect base. Start your day with breakfast at the hotel, play a round of golf,
and then head straight to the pool, spa, or restaurant.

3. Luxury and comfort fully integrated into your golf experience:

A hotel golf resort offers something standalone courses often cannot—a complete package
of comfort, gastronomy, and relaxation. As a result, every golf day feels like a mini
vacation.

A Dream Destination for Golfers on the Costa del Sol

The Westin La Quinta Golf Resort & Spa is one of those rare places where everything comes
together perfectly: a beautiful 27-hole course, luxury hotel facilities, tranquility, an excellent spa,
and a location that is both practical and idyllic. For golfers seeking a complete experience—
without compromise—this resort comes highly recommended.
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Marbella Club Golf Resort: Exclusive Golf in the Heart of
Andalusia

Anyone who dreams of playing golf under the Spanish sun, with views of the sea, mountains, and
even Africa on clear days, will quickly find themselves drawn to Marbella Club Golf Resort. This
exclusive golf course, set in the hills of Benahavis near Marbella, is among the very best on the
Costa del Sol. Here, tranquility, quality, and a pure golfing experience take center stage.

A Design by Dave Thomas

Marbella Club Golf Resort was designed by the renowned golf architect Dave Thomas, known for
his strategic and challenging course designs. The 18-hole par-72 course winds through a beautiful,
rolling landscape with wide fairways, intelligently placed bunkers, and fast greens. Every hole feels
unique and presents a fresh challenge, appealing to both recreational golfers and low-handicap
players alike.

The elevation changes add an extra layer of interest and provide spectacular views. From several
holes, you can enjoy sweeping vistas over the Mediterranean Sea, Gibraltar, and on clear days
even the coast of Morocco.

Tranquility, Space, and Exclusivity

What sets Marbella Club Golf Resort apart from many other golf courses in southern Spain is its
exclusive and serene atmosphere. The resort deliberately limits the number of tee times each day,
ensuring the course never feels crowded. This allows you to enjoy your round in complete peace
and quiet. No waiting, no stress—just you, the course, and the game.
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The standard of maintenance is exceptional. Fairways are immaculately presented year-round, and
the greens are fast and consistent. This makes every round not only enjoyable, but also fair and
genuinely challenging.

More Than Just Golf

Marbella Club Golf Resort offers more than a top-class golf course. The elegant clubhouse is a
wonderful place to relax after your round, whether enjoying a drink or lunch on the terrace
overlooking the course and surrounding countryside. The restaurant is known for its high-quality
Andalusian and Mediterranean cuisine.

In addition, the resort features
excellent practice facilities,
including a driving range,
putting green, and chipping
area. Professional golf lessons
are also available for players of
all levels.

Perfect for Golfers Seeking Quality

Marbella Club Golf Resort is ideal for golfers looking for quality, exclusivity, and an unforgettable
golf experience on the Costa del Sol. Whether you are on a golf holiday, want to play a special
course during your stay in Marbella, or simply wish to experience the very best that southern
Spain has to offer—this course never disappoints.

Marbella Club Golf Resort is not a course you simply play.
It is a course you remember.
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Santa Clara Golf — Marbella’s Most Accessible Course with
a Relaxed, Welcoming Atmosphere

On the eastern side of Marbella, just a few minutes from the city center, lies Santa Clara Golf—a
course that is often overshadowed by bigger names in the region, yet in reality offers one of the
most welcoming and accessible golf experiences on the Costa del Sol. While Marbella Golf
(formerly Marbella Golf & Country Club) has a more classic and exclusive character, Santa Clara
deliberately chooses the opposite approach: an open, friendly golf club without members, focused
entirely on green-fee players. This makes the atmosphere unique, approachable, and refreshingly
relaxed.

A Public Course Where Everyone Is Welcome

Santa Clara is one of the few fully public golf courses in the region. There are no members, no
fixed club structures, and no barriers to entry. The entire concept of the club is built around
accessibility: golfers of all skill levels, nationalities, and ages are welcome to walk in and enjoy a
round.

This creates a vibe that is very different from that of traditional Spanish golf clubs. There are no
strict protocols and no formal club culture—just an open attitude where both beginners and
experienced players immediately feel at home. As a golfer, you truly sense that you are welcome,
without “club rules” defining the experience.

The result is a relaxed, social course with an international mix of golfers who simply come to enjoy
the game.

The Design: Playful, Clear, and Enjoyable
Santa Clara’s 18-hole course was designed by Enrique Canales Busquets and is known for its
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friendly layout. For many golfers, Santa Clara feels far less intimidating than some of the more
technically demanding courses in the area.

e Wide fairways make tee shots accessible.

e Strategically placed bunkers and water hazards provide enough challenge.

o Beautiful views of the sea and surrounding hills create a true holiday atmosphere.
e Greens are fair and well maintained, with speeds that suit players of all handicaps.

For beginners, Santa Clara is ideal because mistakes are not immediately punished. For more
advanced players, it remains enjoyable thanks to the variety of holes and the opportunity for
strategic play.

An Atmosphere You Won’t Find Anywhere Else

What truly sets Santa Clara apart is its hospitality. The staff is friendly, helpful, and accustomed to
welcoming a constant flow of new faces. Because there is no members’ club, everything is focused
on the daily golfer. You notice this in:

o the relaxed pace of play,

o flexible tee times,

e the cheerful atmosphere in the clubhouse,

e and the accessibility for groups, families, and individual players.

Santa Clara is known as a course where
people quickly feel at ease. No pressure, no
rush—just golf in a beautiful setting.

Don’t Miss Lunch

Anyone familiar with Santa Clara knows
one thing for sure: the food is excellent.
The restaurant is frequently praised by
both golfers and locals alike, making it the
perfect place for a long lunch after your
round. For many players, lunch here has
become a fixed part of the golf day.

The Perfect Course for a Relaxed Golf Day

Santa Clara is the ideal neighbor to the iconic Marbella Golf: less formal and less exclusive, yet
precisely because of that, warm, accessible, and welcoming. It is a course you play for the
enjoyment, the atmosphere, and the overall quality of the experience—both on and off the
course.

If you are staying in Marbella and looking for a relaxed round of golf with excellent service and a
great lunch, Santa Clara should not be missed.
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